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an independent status and they have corne with the consent of
the Congress. The Congress could have put them on the Depu-
tation, but the decision to make me sole agent of the Congress
was arrived at after the fullest consideration and there were so
many reasons for that decision that on no account could it be
changed.

I have no time to give you an account of the doings here.
Most of what is happening you get through the newspapers, the
rest you will get from Mahadev or Pyarelal, or Devdas or Mira
if she gets the time

With love to you all,

Tours affectionately,

BAPU

From a photostat   GN  4665, also S N. 17876

71.    LETTER TO JULIET E. BLUME

88 KNIGHTSBRIDGE,

LONDON, W.,

September 29, 1931

DEAR  FRIEND,

I thank you for your letter of the 13th inst. I think the mean-
ing of Dominion Status you have quoted is admirable.1 What,
however, the Indian National Congress is aiming at, is a Partner-
ship or Alliance. Dominions are generally English speaking peoples,
or they are otherwise called "daughter nations". India is in
that sense an alien nation, therefore she can only be legitimately
a partner or an ally.

The statement attributed to me and quoted by you2 is the
opposite of what I have repeated from thousands of platforms.
Non-violence is an absolute creed. I could not therefore have said

1 The  addressee,   a   senior  at  Barnard    College,    Columbia    University,
had quoted Lord   Balfour's   definition  of Dominion  Status   as   "autonomous
communities within the British Empire,  equal in status, and  in no way sub-
ordinate, one to the other, in any aspect of their domestic or external affairs
though united by a common allegiance to the Crown, and  freely associated
as membeis of the  British Commonwealth of Nations",    She had asked Gan-
dhyi to give his own definition of the concept

2 It read. "Three hundred and sixty million people without liberty cannot
remain in   the leashes of non-violence for ever." Vide Vol. XLVII, "Interview
to the Associated Press", 11-9-1931.